Beginning of tbe %iterar$ Devolution   m
begun no farther back than the middle of June, yet it had already become intolerable to him, because of discord with the prince's tutor, and because of its confinement. A fortnight after his arrival he resigned. But an operation on a lachrymal fistula compelled him to prolong his sojourn in Strasburg. Goethe had hardly heard of the arrival of the prominent man, when he went to pay him his respects. Being kindly received, he did not fail to repeat his visit. During the long and painful treatment our student was able to make himself very useful to the patient as a nurse, and also by helping to pass away the tedious hours with chat and cards. The friendship became more intimate, and soon Goethe was Herder's daily companion in the sickroom from morning till evening.
Herder was only five years older than Goethe. But while this disparity in age makes some difference in early life, Herder was still farther in advance of Goethe in wealth of experience, knowledge, and insight. Goethe was still growing, Herder was mature. It had been his fortune to see a great deal of the world. From Konigsberg, where he had felt the determining influence of Kant and still more of Hamann, he had gone to Riga; thence he had taken a long voyage, which brought home to him the greatness of the sea, which Goethe had never seen, to France, and had spent six months in the country which was then the centre of culture. In Paris, where he lived a month and a half, he had learned as much as possible of " books and men, oratory and the theatre, dancing and painting, music and the people." He had made the acquaintance of Diderot, d'Alembert, Barthel6my, and other well-known writers. Prom Paris he turned to Brussels and Antwerp, where he saw the treasures of Dutch art. In Leyden he met the distinguished philologist Ruhnken, and finally his travels brought him to Hamburg, where he enjoyed several weeks of Lessing's society.
With a great fund of knowledge of the world and men he united a profound mind which had made extensive study of ancient and modern literatures and had drawn from them